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At its meeting on November 16th, the Planning Commission briefly discussed comments from the 
Selectboard’s first public hearing on the Town Plan Update on October 24th.  Several members 
of the Planning Commission, Chair Nancy Malcolm, Chris Robbins, Barbara Saunders and Steve 
Terry, attended the hearing and, accordingly, were able to compare notes and share comments 
received during the October 24th hearing with the other board members.  The Planning 
Commission members present at the hearing confirmed their understanding that no specific 
request had been made by the Selectboard to alter the draft Town Plan presented at the first 
public hearing, no vote had been taken by the Selectboard to recommend changes.  As such, no 
changes to the Planning Commission report were made.  There were individual comments made 
by individual Selectboard members, none of which would substantially alter the content of the 
document.  No changes were made to the draft document at this time and minor edits will continue 
to be compiled at the second hearing. 
 
Director of Planning & Zoning Jen Murray offered responses to comments recorded in the 
Selectboard’s first public hearing on the update of the Town Plan: 
 
1. Cole’s Florist Site. From the minutes of October 24: “Shashok said another section that stood 

out to her was where the Plan talked about redevelopment of the old Cole’s Florist site.  She 
said it didn’t sound like the rest of the Plan where very specific things had been removed and 
made more general, so she wondered if they wanted to look at that again as it seemed very 
targeted.”  Response from Murray: The Planning Commission wanted this in the Town Plan 
to reinforce any potential project down the line… felt it could be helpful for grants. This 
reads- “Efforts should be made to integrate South Pleasant Street with the downtown core, by 
enhancing the safety and attractiveness of this street for bicycles, pedestrians and other 
modes of transportation.  The former Cole’s Florist site should be planned for redevelopment.” 
 

2. Climate Economy Model Community Initiative.  Asermily requested that a reference to the 
Climate Economy Model Community Initiative be included in the town plan.  Much of this work 
took place after the initial draft of the town plan update was approved and sent to the 
Selectboard.  However, the Planning Commission is happy to include a reference if the 
Selectboard feels the work is relevant and would feel comfortable endorsing that public 
process, which was run by an external agency (VCRD). 

 
3. Broadband. From the minutes of October 24: “Shashok also mentioned the section that said 

working on “investigating” ways to provide free internet for the downtown and “developing” 
High Speed Internet and Broadband for the town of Middlebury.  She said she is a big 
proponent of this, but High Speed Internet and Broadband is still in the investigating stage 
and using the word “develop” seemed more of a directive.” Response from Murray:  This can 
be changed if desired.  “Develop” was intended to convey the notion that this is a big priority 
for us and key for economic development.  Sections from the Town Plan: 

               
2.10.3.7   Develop high-speed internet and/or broadband infrastructure for the Town of 
Middlebury.   

             2.10.5.4   Investigate ways to provide free internet in downtown 
 
4. Water & Sewer Service Areas.  From the minutes of October 24: “Seeley asked about 

Actions 2.5.4.9 and 2.5.4.10 in the Housing Section regarding water and sewer extensions to 



residential areas.  She thought the two were conflicting...” Response from Murray:  The 
referenced sections are provided below for review, but appear to be consistent: 

 
                2.5.4.9   Discourage residential development outside the water and sewer service area in areas 

of low-permeability soil. Refine the estimates of remaining capacity within the water and sewer 
systems, to make granting water and sewer allocation requests more meaningful.  

                2.5.4.10   Define and map the Town’s water and sewer district boundaries. Create a process 
designed to curtail water and sewer service line extensions for new residential tap-ons, except 
to fill gaps within the existing service areas. 

 
Seeley continued “…and she was also concerned that this had not been talked about by the 
Infrastructure Committee and she’s concerned that the Committee might not be on the same 
page with some of this.  Malcolm said those may have been in there from the last Town 
Plan.  She said they had done some rewording and changes for clarification, so she said 
things may look different, but they aren’t.  Seeley said she would like to request that other 
Town committees have more input into the updating process, because she’s seeing some 
references to infrastructure that may not match the Infrastructure Committee goals.”  Shashok 
said that members and goals of boards and committees have changed over the past five 
years, so it might be good to check back with them. Response from Murray:  After the plan is 
approved, Staff/Planning Commission could make a presentation of these recommendations 
and smart growth concepts to the Infrastructure Committee and discuss their relationship to 
infrastructure planning.   

 
Staff also reviewed comments made during Selectboard’s meeting on September 12, 2017 meeting on 
the update of the Town Plan 
 

5. Health & Wellness. From the meeting minutes of September 12th, “Asermily thanked Murray 
and the Planning Commission for their work on the Town Plan, but she did have a question 
on the Health and Wellness section, and had it been absorbed in another section.” Response 
from Murray: yes, it was incorporated into the other sections. Laura continued, “She thought 
the 2012 version covered some areas that were important, such as the need for transitional 
housing for addicts and safe houses, as well as information on the Counseling Service of 
Addison County, which is a significant institution in town.”  Response from Murray: I do not 
believe anything essential was cut, but let me know.  We added a lot more information from 
the recent Addison County Housing study about existing housing types, added more about 
homeless statistics and social service agencies.  We did not include any specific 
recommendations to add safe houses or transitional housing for addicts.  We would like to 
meet with some representatives of various social service agencies to better understand the 
community’s needs before committing to anything in the town plan.  

 
6. Town & School Finances. From the meeting minutes of September 12th, “Asermily wondered 

about the Finance section and why that section disappeared, since there had been some 
useful charts and information.  Murray response: “Town and School Finances” - The PC felt 
this section, an analysis of assessment data for various landowners and how much they pay 
in taxes, did not belong in a town plan.  It’s not one of the required elements under state law, 
and is not a typical chapter.  We felt if this were to be kept and updated, it should be done as 
a Selectboard document.  Beyond that, the meaning of this former town plan section and the 
data sources that would be needed to update it are lost and unclear to the planning 
commission and myself 
   



7. Miscellaneous: From the meeting minutes of September12th: “She [Asermily] also pointed out 
Middlebury Volunteer Ambulance (MVAA) is now Middlebury Regional Emergency Services 
(MREMS).”  Murray response:  Fixed.  Asermily also wondered why there wasn’t something on 
broadband and communications.  Murray response: There are multiple references making this an 
important priority.  See also comment by Shashok.  Asermily said she had one other thing under 
Transportation section, but she said there will be a wider range of electric vehicles in the future, 
so where will they park and charge, and it could be mentioned with bike parking that provides 
shelter and security. 


